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A brief about me

Auditing at the age of AI



COVID-19 Disrupting world economies



Country’s effort to Stimulate the economy

UAE Central BankFederal GovDubaiAbu Dhabi

Local Gov budget cut



Lesson learned: Health drives the economy



Competitiveness of 
the UAE Digital 
Economy (DE)

• 1st regionally and 12th Globally in 
Digital Competitiveness – IMD world DCR 2019

• 2nd Globally in Gov Tech adoption*  

• 4th globally in legal frameworks 
adaptability to digital business*

• 8th globally in ease of finding skilled 
talent*

• DE contributes 4.3% to the UAE GDP.  
MoE report 2018

• Dubai is 9th globally in tech start-ups 
per GDP

* WEF GCI 2019 report



UAE Gov Strategize 
on Digital Economy

• UAE 2021 vision: transitioning into 
knowledge-based economy

• Focus on knowledge and value creation

• UAE a hub for the 4IR

• UAE AI strategy 2031
• Upskilling students, gov staff, and public 

training
• National AI challenge
• National virtual AI institute 

• Emirates Blockchain strategy
• 50% of gov  transactions  into the blockchain 

by 2021
• Saving AED 11 billion in document processing 

every year

• UAE Centennial Plan 2071

• Digital skills and talent development



Components of the 
Digital Economy

• Lack of widely accepted definition

• Core aspect: internet, telecom, 
HW/Software manufacture, IT 
consulting

• UAE has a high quality ICT 
infrastructure

• Digital & Info Tech Sectors
• Produce key products & services

platforms, mobile app, payment services

• Wider set of digital sectors

Digitalization: the transition of businesses through the use of 
digital technologies, products and services. (Brennen and Kreiss, 2014)

Source: UNCTAD digital economy report 2019



New technologies of the Digital Economy



Value creation

• two main drivers:

• Digital data: producing and innovating

• data are core to digital technologies, such as data 
analytics, AI, blockchain, IoT, cloud computing

• Value creation:  transforming data into digital 
intelligence and monetized through commercial use

• Digital Platforms (platformization)

• Using data-driven business model

• Transactional platforms:

• Example: Amazon, Alibaba, Facebook, eBay, 
Uber, AirBnB

• Innovation platforms: 

• create environments for code and content producers, 
for example, operating systems (e.g. Android or Linux)

Source: UNCTAD digital economy report 2019



Data platforms, AI and 
Blockchain: drivers of the 
digital economy

• UAE Open Data initiatives

• Dubai Data law – 2015

• Dubai Data Strategy

• Dubai Pulse open data platform

• Improve decision making

• Encourage culture of innovation

• Building skilled talent

• Use cases

• City Flow 2.0

• Crowd tracking & management

• Abu Dhabi Gov AI Lab

• Engagement with the public 

• High-performance computing

• Blockchain

• Education certificates are now digital on Blockchain 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Blockchain

Data Platform



Example: UAE Data 
Hackathon: creating value

• Public engagement with Data
• Solving challenges and providing solutions
• Using Data science and AI 
• Schools, Universities, and civic society
• Promoting and creating awareness 

“If there is one ingredient that makes a 
city smart, it is data.” – Deloitte



UAE Innovations During COVID-19 Crises: Examples

Online court hearingsTelehealth platformOnline: correction facilityCOVID-19 Tracing app Distance learning platform





The way forward

• Adopt Digital first strategy

• Digital countries more resilient 

• Adopt 4IR technologies and new 
business models for value creation

• Ex. big Data and AI for 
pandemic surveillance, vaccine 
& drug development,,etc

• Blockchain to digitalize supply 
chain

• Digital money to accelerate 
payment

Digital PaymentAI & Robotics



Sustaining innovation post 
COVID-19: Do more for less

• Crises give birth to innovations

• Lesson learned: COVID-19 to accelerate digital 
transformation

• Telehealth  & population health management 
platforms

• Data Science & AI: turn data into insight

• Distant learning

• Work from home

• Business meetings:  video conference

• TV Interviews: video conference

• Digitalizing supply chain

• Accelerate adoption of 4IR
• Platforms and Apps

Telehealth Data Science & AI

Teleconference Distance learning

Teleinterview Work from Home



Policy 
recommendations

Bring Entrepreneurship to the 
classroom: Investment in 
education at all levels in 
building the skill sets of 
tomorrow’s digital 
entrepreneurs which is key to 
value creation

Policymaking need to 
accelerate in this fast 
changing world and Focus 
on policies to accelerate 
4IR strategy 
Implementation and on 
value creation using data 
and platforms

Adjust education and 
work policies to 
accommodate new norms 
of distance learning and 
work from home

Continue to improve 
regulations to 
accommodate privacy & 
data protection and the 
new emerging 
technologies

Address risks of 
cybersecurity through 
proper measures and 
technologies

Stimulate the economy 
through accelerator funds 
and focus on building 
startup ecosystem in key 
industries such as Biotech



“We are in a race to the Day of Judgment with the whole 
world. We can advance with two things: with knowledge, 
and with the distinguished national cadres that will lead 
this country in the twenty-first and twenty-second century, 
with capabilities that seek the help of God, artificial 
intelligence and technology.”

HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan


